camp residents used his power mower 


field on City property. Tents were | 
moved, belongings were packed and | 
the surprise move sent a message to 
the “powers that be” that homeless 


people are not going to be swept away. 


It also showed a great sense of humor. 


by Susan Prather 


Herre people in the city of 
_ Concord stood their ground — 
and had a surprise for everyone 
— on May 16, when CalTrans showed up 
to shut down a 15-year-old homeless 
encampment. CalTrans called the 
California Highway Patrol for assistance 
in closing the camp, expecting a con- 
frontation. But by the time CalTrans 
arrived at the camp, residents had packed 
up their belongings and moved 100 feet to 
the east, onto City of Concord property! 

At 10 p.m. the night before, one of the 
camp residents used his power mower to 
level an area the size of a football field on 
City property. Tents were moved, belong- 
ings packed and the surprise move sent a 
message to the “powers that be” that home- 
less people are not going to be swept away. 
It was an important declaration of power 
and freedom of choice — and also a great 

_ sense of humor. 

CalTrans officials gave absolutely no 
thought to what this closure does to people 
who live in the camp. CalTrans told the 
press: "We are closing the camp for the 


POETLINE 


by Dennis Omowale Cutten 


This is an emergency! 
I’ve an emergency! 
Are you there?! 


Now please listen: 


We must unite. 
Somehow, we’ve got 
to make good more 
appealing than evil. 


on SE 


At 10 p.m. the night before, one of the 
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to level an area the size of a football 


I’m calling all poets. . . 
all poets. . . 
am calling all poets. . 
aa ce. can you hear er 


Damn! I thought I’d never get an answer. 


Billie Smith ae Christine Ladd at the eiicamenient ‘ We'r re not causing any 


Photo by Jan Spence 


problems," Billie said. "This is the only home | have. It's not the best, but it's better than sleeping 
on the sidewalks of Concord." Billie lived at the camp 10 months. 


safety of the homeless. What if a car fell off 
the freeway?” But probably nothing is more 


_ dangerous, miserable and life. threatening a 


than being homeless. As he listened to 
CalTrans’ Larry McPeak fret about camp 
residents, Osha Neumann replied: “The best 
thing you can hope for if you're homeless is 
a safe place out of the public view, where 
you and your belongings are hidden away.” 
That’s exactly what CalTrans tore down on 
May 16. 

The camp residents, Danny, Laura, 
Christine, Billie, Tom, Big Dan, Diamond 
Dave, Joanie and Gary were devastated by 
the closure. Gary, a Vietnam-era veteran, 
had lived in that camp for 13 years. Joanie 
had lived with him for the past several 
years. Life was very hard for the couple and 
they were able to cope only day to day, 
with no long-term thoughts or plans. 

Billie and Christine moved into the 
camp about a year ago. Billie constructed a 
house out of scrap lumber. It had two 
rooms, a cellar, a front porch —- and it was 
home. He even added a small shed along- 
side, for storage. Billie and Christine were 


2 Protest for : 


ee 


Gov. | Wilson on Trial 


proud of their home. There were flowers on 


a small table outdoors, a chair on the front 


door. When the CalTrans workers tried to 
tear it down with sledge hammers and an 
axe, they couldn’t do it. It was too well 
built. They had to call in a bulldozer to 
knock it down. As they sat across the road 
and watched, Billie and Christine held each 
other and cried. 

Danny told me that this is the best camp 
he’s ever lived in. I’ve known Danny for 
five years and I was very proud of the way 
he handled this horrible event., He became 
the camp spokesperson and articulated very 
well what it felt like to be homeless and to 
lose the only safe place that he had. Laura, 
Danny’s significant other, tired of the 
CalTrans workers’ subtle harassment very 
quickly. When a large dump truck was dri- 
ven up onto the shoulder as close to the 
tents as it could go, Laura stepped in front 
of it, holding a hatchet. The driver quit 
playing games and went back to work. 

Dave worked hard, for many days, haul- 
ing trash and cleaning up the old camp. He 
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helped set up the new camp and handled the 


press and publicity very well. He was | 
porch and. a.weicome mat. an front of-ihe ... responsible and sober thrcughout.. We were 


all proud of Dave. Tom and Big Dan are 
used to camping, but this was one of the 
safest, most together camps that they have 
ever lived in. It was truly a group effort. 

Since the bulldozers roared in, the resi- 
dents have made two shrewd strategic 
moves to protect their community. 

Their encampment, which was original- 
ly moved to City of Concord property in a 
brilliant act of survival, has now been 
moved to a secret location on Contra Costa 
County property. The residents are well 
aware that programs funded by the County, 
including shelters, have systematically 
denied them services for five years. 
Therefore, by moving to County property, 
they are making the statement that the 
County and providers funded by the County 
must listen to them. 

Acting: in my role as Press Agent to the 
Poor and at the direction of the people in 
the encampment, I faxed out press releases 
to all of the media. On Tuesday morning, 


See Encampment page two 
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STREET SPIRIT 


Encampment Destroyed by CalTrans 


from page one 

everyone arrived early: KGO, KRON, 
KTVU, KPIX, KCBS, Bay City News, The 
San Francisco Chronicle, The Contra 
Costa Times, KNBR, and the AP. The resi- 
dents were all available to tell their own 
stories. It was absolutely wonderful. Cables 
ran across the new campground, located 
across the road from the old campsite. At 


Van Loben Sel and his staff had other plans. 
Van Loben Sel ignored the court settlement, 
the letters of attorneys Ronfeldt and 
Neumann and even told Assemblyman 
Campbell, “No,” when Campbell asked him 
to back off on plans to clear the campsite. 

In 1993, when CalTrans settled Lee vs. 
The State Department of Transportation, a 


When CalTrans workers tried to tear their house 
down with sledge hammers and an axe, they 
couldn't do it. It was too well built. They had to 
call in a bulldozer to knock it down. As they sat 
across the road and watched, Billie and Christine 
held each other and cried. 


one point we counted six satellite trucks. 
Every television channel did a live broad- 
cast for the noon news; some returned in 
the evening to broadcast live again. We 
didn’t keep it a secret that CalTrans is 
incompetent and uncaring. 

The notices posted by CalTrans violate 
the settlement agreement of Lee vs. The 
State of California (Federal Court, 1993), 
which requires a 48-hour notice with the 
time and date of the closure clearly posted. 
Camp residents and I asked attorneys Steve 
Ronfeldt (Alameda County Legal Aid) and 
Osha Neumann to reopen Lee vs. The State 
of California based on recent CalTrans 
actions. We also asked Assemblyman Bob 
Campbell to intervene with CalTrans so 
that problems could be negotiated peaceful- 
ly. Unfortunately, CalTrans Director James 


suit brought against CalTrans by homeless 


people in Alameda County, one of the con- . 


ditions of the settlement was a clear proce- 
dure on how to move an encampment, call- 
ing for a 48-hour notice which included a 
specific time for the camp to be vacated. 
To some degree, in Alameda County, 
CalTrans has followed this procedure. In 
Contra Costa County, however, they have 
been negligent about following their own 
rules. That glaring disregard for their own 
regulations embarrassed CalTrans last 
week in Concord. 

The encampment, located at #242 near 
Market Street and Willow Pass, had been 
there nearly 15 years. It was not a problem. 
People were safe and out of public view. 
CalTrans, acting on one complaint, posted a 
notice at the camp in April and told people 


Photo by Jan Spence 
Danny, shown making a cart, lived in a tent until the encampment was destroyed. Danny 
said, "I'm a carpenter, but there's no work for me in the rainy season." He explained that 
it takes $1500 to get into an apartment. 


to move, but then did not 
return. In May, CalTrans 
workers came by and, vio- 
lating their own procedure, 
told camp residents to move, 
citing the April posting as 
adequate notice. After I 
protested the posting and 
cited their policy, they 
agreed to re-post a notice at 
the camp. 

At about 4 p.m. on May 
12, Caltrans posted a FIVE- 
day notice at the campsite. 
There was no date and time 
for the camp to be vacated, 
and no 48-hour notice was 
ever posted. Unlike any 
other bureaucrat or state 
worker I’ve run across, the 
CalTrans folks showed up 
early. On May 16, Larry 
McPeak, armed with Clorox 
spray, back hoes, dump 
trucks and other implements 
of destruction, arrived to 
clear the camp. Five days 
added to May 12 still equals 
May 17, doesn’t it? They 
were embarrassed when we 
asked if they were counting 
in state time, bureaucrat 
time or dog years. They did- 
n't appropriately list the items on removal 
forms, nor post the correct address where 
left-over items would be stored. It was a 
fiasco from start to finish. Our tax dollars 
at work. 


other." 


What frightens me is the bureau- 
cratic attitude of everyone involved in 
the camp closure. Their only con- 
cerns were: “When will you have 
them moved out?” “How soon before 
you get them off City property?” No 

~one considéred the feelings of the 


“an inconvenience that cost money to 
move. It would have been cheaper to 
assist them with rent and help them 
find a good, safe place to live inside. 
CalTrans estimated it cost $5,000 to 
close the camp. The City of Concord 
will probably throw out its costs as 
well. But no one talked about the 
people forced out of their safe place, 
or about how tough it is to survive in 
this economy. 

There are many reasons that peo- 
ple aren’t getting the help that they 
desperately need and want. I’ve dis- 
cussed a few of them here and it is 
going to get worse. Now that every- 


eople involved. They were simply. 
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Joan Reed waits for the inevitable bulldozers to come 
from CalTrans and destroy her home. She has severe 
arthritis and has been homeless for two years. Joan 
was a homemaker and preschool teacher's aide until 
she became unable to work. "Everyone at the camp 
shares clothing and food," she said. "We all help each 


one has bought into the “Continuum of 
Care’, I’m certain that county bureaucrats 
and nonprofits will be all over the place, 
looking for camps that they can charge 
funding agencies to serve. And, when they 
are through, the homeless will still be there, 
wondering what the hell all the commotion 
was about and why they didn’t get any 
help. But the contract requirements will 


have been fulfilled, and the funds: maid rp 
flowing in. 


‘We want to express our love and = 


_ thanks. to Attorney Osha Neumann who 
came to the camp on the day of its closure 
to represent us. Osha stood with us, letting 
everyone know that when bureaucrats break 
the rules, they will be held accountable. Ml 


‘signed off 0 on in 1993. His fax is 916) 
654- 6608. 


service Providers Fail To Serve Camp Residents 


by Susan Prather 


uring the well-publicized closure 

of the homeless encampment, not 

one agency funded to serve the 
homeless population made an effort to con- 
tact the City of Concord, the homeless peo- 
ple themselves, or me — the advocate — 
to offer assistance. While it is true that peo- 
ple living in encampments do not want ser- 
vice providers or others intruding, the resi- 
dents felt that this was a different situation. 
Since it was a long-term camp that was 
shut down, the residents would have wel- 
comed any type of emergency aid. ’ 

They needed rental assistance for per- 
manent housing, food, clothing, or, at the 
very least, short-term motel vouchers. The 
City of Concord should look closely at the 
complete inaction of the service providers 
they fund, and hold them accountable. 

But most providers don't want to serve 
the long-term homeless and those with the 
most problems. Most camp residents have 
used up their limited time at county shelters; 
others can’t cope with the stringent require- 


ments; and others are mentally disabled, but 
not enough to qualify for help. 

Even worse, the Health Care for the 
Homeless team isn't accessible to the most 
desperate of the homeless population. The 
health team discontinued their outreach 
efforts at the local soup kitchen. Instead, 
they elected to only see clients of struc- 
tured programs, which are not places 
where those most in need would show up. 

But on May 16, when the press was 
swarming over the encampment, those in 
charge of Contra Costa County's homeless 
programs finally showed up. Prior to the 
publicity, they didn’t even know it was 
there. The County Ombudsman offered 
medical aid and a few shelter beds. But 
camp residents, like many other homeless 
people, do not function successfully in the 
County shelter system, so they refused. 

Some camp residents are clients of the 
multi-service center in Central County run 
by Phoenix Programs. I’ve been a long- 
time supporter of this center and have 


always respected their work. But recently, 
Phoenix Assistant Director Tony 
Villanueva fired Center Director Bob 
Harwayne for “insubordination" when Bob 
refused to visit homeless encampments 
“every two weeks as the County contract 
calls for.” Harwayne knew that most camp 
residents feel such visits are disrespectful 
and intrusive. He knew when it was appro- 
priate to visit encampments. Had he been 
around, I’m sure he would have come out 
to the site to offer services and help. 
Harwayne was one of the most knowl- 
edgeable, sensitive and understanding pro- 
fessionals that I’ve ever seen work with 
this homeless population. He understood it 
was not appropriate to raid the camps 
every two weeks to meet a contract 
requirement (probably written by a person 
who didn’t know anything about homeless 
people or the trust that must be developed 
in order to help them help themselves.) I 
don’t even visit the camps unless I’m 
invited or someone needs something. 


Harwayne had a great relationship 
with camp residents, and they came to 
the multi-service center. He suggested 
doing outreach at the local soup kitchen, 
rather than intruding into camps that are 
home to so many people. It is disgusting 
that Phoenix arbitrarily fired someone 
who was trying to serve the clients’ best 
interests. 

I am certain it was no coincidence that 
a month before the firing, Villanueva told 
his staff: “If anyone has contact with 
Susan Prather, you are to report it to me 
immediately.” Since I've always support- 
ed the multi-service center (supplying 
towels, food, clothes), Harwayne said I 
was a friend. Villanueva, evidently afraid 
of something, didn’t wait long to elimi- 
nate a "friend" of mine. Harwayne was a 
friend because of his respect for his 
clients, his direct and honest approach 
with them, and his sensitivity. 

Now both he and the camp residents he 
respected have been forced to move on. Ml. 
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Gov. Wilson Put On Trial For Elder Abuse And Child Neglect 


by Karin Morris 

n a gray, drizzly morning, more 

than 70 mothers, kids, seniors 

and community members 
climbed into a bus in Oakland and trav- 
eled across the Bay to put Gov. Pete 
Wilson on trial for child neglect, elder 
abuse and abandonment of the disabled. 

We joined 50 more men, women and 
children on the steps of the State Building 
in San Francisco, where the trial was to be 
held May 11. Beautiful children and 
healthy moms, many of them in recovery 
and in the process of rebuilding their 
lives, held colorful signs denouncing the 
drastic cuts proposed by Gov. Wilson. 
The spirit of joy and playfulness was bro- 
ken at noon, when the judge, dressed in a 
graduation gown, solemnly announced the 
beginning of Gov. Wilson's trial. 
The prosecutor announced the charges 

against Gov. Wilson: cruel and unusual 


punishment of the poor, the elderly andthe | 


disabled. The first witness was Janine, a 
mother on AFDC and a resident at Healthy 
Babies Project in Oakland. She testified: . 
“!’m on AFDC and I’m trying to build 
a better life for my children. But housing 
is too high for me to afford. I’ve been on 
the Section 8 waiting list for three years 
and I still haven’t heard anything from 
them yet. I’m trying to go to school this 
August and I can’t afford to buy books. I 
can’t afford anything and they want to try 
and cut AFDC 25%. Where the hell am I 
going to live at for $547 a month with two 
children? Nowhere! They’re trying to 
keep us in poverty. I want my children to 
have a different life. We don’t ask for 
much. We don’t need to be brutalized. We 
need help. Pete Wilson — you are guilty 


97? 


The prosecution’s second witness was 
Dawn, a senior citizen who spoke on 


behalf of seniors and disabled people: 
“The Governor is completely devoid of 
human feeling and compassion. He should 
be occupying the jails he’s so fond of 
building. For the fourth year in a row he is 
proposing major cuts in AFDC, SSI, GA 
and Medi-Cal while giving tax breaks to 
the rich. This is Robin Hood in reverse! 


The youngest demonstrators came with their parents to teach 


Wilson, you are guilty of abuse of seniors 
and people who are blind and disabled.” 
The third witness called by the prose- 
cution was Edward, a GA recipient who 
began by saying, “I have struggled inside 
of poverty all of my life. I’m applying for 
SSI because of the mental and emotional 
distress that many of us who have grown 


io . 
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Gov. Wilson that children must not be driven into poverty. 


Take from the poor and give to the rich! | 
“Over one million aged, blind and dis- 
abled Californians receive Supplemental 
Security Income. About one-third are 
seniors and over 22,000 are blind. What 
are people supposed to do? The sad truth 
is that this Governor is a heartless, cruel 
man who doesn’t care that people are 
dying because of his politics. This man 
wants to be President, and it's inconse- 
quential whose backs he needs to walk on 
and how many corpses he steps over. Pete 


up in poverty end up suffering. In 


Alameda County, 12,000 citizens on GA 
will be forced into homelessness, poverty 
and crime because our leaders are trying 
to save money, but they should be trying 
to save citizens. I say to Pete Wilson: You 
are guilty of putting all poor people in 
danger of death, hunger and starvation.” 
Finally, the judge gave Pete the floor to 
make his defense. In his prepared press 
statement, he told us what we already 
knew: “I don’t really care about you all. I 


by Terry Messman 


Buddhist religious leaders began a 
Fast for Justice for homeless people 
in San Francisco on June 4. As of this 
moment, 184 members of faith communi- 
ties have vowed to fast in an attempt to 
move people to take steps to abolish the 


destructive Matrix program. 
Rev. Louie Vitale, pastor of St. 


Boniface Church in San Francisco, will 
fast for three weeks, from June 4 to June 
25. Vitale said, “The essence of fasting is 
to enter into it as'a prayer for mercy and 
an act of solidarity with homeless people, 
in a spirit of hope and compassion.” 

Many people have pledged to fast for 


J ssn Christian, Muslim and 


two, three or several days; and 15 people © 


have vowed to fast for the entire 21 days, 
from June 4 to June 25. 

Ron Kovic, Vietnam veteran and author 
of Born on the Fourth of July, also will fast 
for the rights of homeless people. Kovic 
said, “I’ve lived with the effects of war and 
violence every day for 27 years (since being 
disabled in Vietnam). We need to remind 
people that the human being is the most pre- 
cious commodity. That’s why we are fasting 
for homeless people. We have to take these 
courageous steps now. We have no choice 
but to be brave and have faith that there will 
be redemption in these actions.” 

The fast, organized by Religious 
Witness with Homeless People, began on 
Sunday, June 4, at an Interfaith Service at 
Mission Dolores in San Francisco. The 
fast will continue for three weeks building 
up to the United Nations 50th Anniversary 
on June 25. Fasting during UN events 
enables the faith community to expose 
how the Matrix program violates UN 
Human Rights declarations. 

Fasters will hold a noon vigil every 
weekday, beginning June 5, at the 
S.F.War Veterans Memorial Building. 

“Today, homeless people face an 
unprecedented crisis,” said Sister Bernie 
Galvin, Director of Religious Witness 
with Homeless People. “Despite our vic- 
tory in persuading the Supervisors to pass 
an anti-Matrix resolution with a 9-1 
majority, Mayor Jordan responded by 
escalating the arrests of homeless people 
and adding 20 officers to Matrix patrols. 
Still worse, the State Supreme Court has 
abandoned our homeless sisters and broth- 
ers to policies of systematic repression. 

"True to our faith, we will fast for justice 
for all who are victimized by Matrix. The 


soul of this city hungers for justice." 
Fasting has played a powerful role in 
many nonviolent campaigns for peace and 
justice. A lengthy fast by suffragettes was 
a crucial part of the nonviolent struggle 
that won the vote for women. Arrested 
after picketing the White House in sup- 
port of a Women’s Suffrage Amendment, 
suffragettes conducted a lengthy fast in 
jail which galvanized the conscience of a 
nation and successfully pushed the 19th 


- Amendment through Congress by 1919. 


Gandhi often fasted in his nonviolent 
resistance to British rule, the caste system 
and communal violence. For Gandhi, fast- 
ing was a prayer for justice, a prayer that 
the community would seek truth together. 

Cesar Chavez engaged in a lengthy fast 
as a response to the breakdown of nonvio- 
lence in the farmworkers movement. After 
he began an unlimited fast, thousands of 
supporters visited him to show their sup- 
port, and violence decreased sufficiently 
so that in 25 days he ended the fast. 

In Bolivia, a small group of women 
organized a hunger strike in 1978 after 
their family members were fired and 
exiled for labor organizing. They demand- 
ed amnesty for political exiles, rehiring of 
fired workers and reinstatement of labor 
unions. Less than a month after the fast 
began, their movement forced Bolivia’s 
military dictatorship to grant virtually all 
their demands. Near the end, when the 
women fasters were in serious condition, 
Archbishop Jorge Marique declared that if 
the Bolivian government didn’t grant their 
demands within 24 hours, he would close 
the Cathedral of La Paz in solidarity. 
Within a day, the government conceded. 
Some 19,000 political prisoners and exiles 
were affected by the resultant amnesty. 


don’t care about your children. You’re not 
my priorities, you’re not important to my 
presidential aspirations. Children don’t 
pay taxes, and you’re not going to get me 
elected. I don’t even know why I’m wast- 
ing my time talking to you all. So my 
defense, of course, is not guilty.” 

The judge turned to the jury to ask for 
the verdict. Waving fists and babies in the 
air and denouncing the Governor as a trai- 


“Governor Wilson, | 
find you guilty of 
three strikes: One 
against the seniors, 
the second against 
the disabled and the 
third against children. 
I sentence you to a 
lifetime of community 
service to the poor.” 


tor to children and seniors, the jury ruled 
“Guilty, guilty, guilty!” The judge turned 
to the governor and announced his con- 
viction and sentence: 

“Governor Wilson, I find you guilty as 
charged. You have three strikes: One 
against the seniors, the second against the 
disabled and the third against the chil- 
dren. Three Strikes And You're Out! I 
hereby sentence you to a lifetime of com- 
munity service to the poor.” The 
Governor, draped in a sash that read 
“Corporate Welfare Queen”, hung his 
head and was led to the jail our tax 
money built. Hf 


Many people were inspired by 
TransAfrica Director Randall Robinson's 
fast in support of pro-democracy forces in 
Haiti. His fast stirred the conscience of the 
human-rights community, and goaded the 
Clinton Administration into helping 
President Aristide regain the presidency. 

Recently, the brave and moving fast of 
Jennifer Harbury sparked a Congressional 
inquiry into CIA involvement in the mur- 
der of her husband and human-rights 
abuses in Guatemala. Her fast was an elo- 
quent moral appeal for tens of thousands 
of victims of the Guatemalan military, and 
exposed one of the most violent systems 
of injustice in the Western Hemisphere. 

These examples show the moral 
power of this form of nonviolence, but 
the most profound, lasting effects of fast- 
ing may be in the hearts of the fasters 
themselves. Fasting in support of home- 
less people in San Francisco, who suffer 
the pangs of hunger, illness, exposure, 
sleep deprivation and police repression, 
may change the hearts of those who fast 
even as they try to awaken the Jordan 
Administration. 


~ CALL TO ACTION:. oe 

‘Noon prayer vigils every weekday, 
June 5-23, War Veterans Memorial 
Building, Van Ness & McAlister, S.F. 
March for Human Rights, Sunday, 
June 25, 4:30 p.m., St. Boniface Church, 
177 Golden Gate Ave., S.F. 

' Religious Witness encourages people 
to fast at whatever level seems right for 
one’s health. People may fast for an 
extended period or conduct a short fast 
as part of a “relay fast” from June 4-25. 

Contact: Religious Witness with 
Homeless People, (415) 885-6401. 
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by Osha Neumann 

t’s been a week of memorial services 
[: People’s Park. On Friday, a few 

hundred of us gathered around the 
stage, singing and remembering long-time 
activist Bob Sparks. We passed around a 
flyer with a photo of Bob, smiling that 
smile that drove cops wild, his bearded 
face framed, as always, by a broad 
brimmed hat. One after another, people 
climbed the stage to remember how he 
gave them a place to get off the street. His 
one-story stucco home on 6th Street was 


always stuffed to the gills with folks who 


had no place else to go. 

Then on Sunday, many 
of us are back to remem- 
ber street-icon Jonathan 
Montague, the basketball 
man. His picture adorns 
an altar in front of the 
stage. There he is amidst 
his poems, collages and 
collection of stuffed ani- 
mals. His rainbow skull 
cap perches on his head. 
His comfortable belly 
rides above a pair of tight 
shorts which barely con-. 
tain his enormous thighs. 
He came, in the end, to 
resemble the basketball he 
always carried, twirled, 
fiddled with, the totem 
object of a modern 
shaman/fool whose mis- 
sion was to amuse, relieve tensions, and 
point the way to peaceful coexistence. 

We stand in a ragged circle. Carol 
Denney sings one of Kate Wolf’s lovely, 
plaintive ballads. Pops dances, shadow 
boxes, prays to the music. The rest of us 
join quietly on the chorus: 

“Give yourself to love 

if love is what you’re after 
Open up your heart 

to the tears and laughter 
and give yourself to love” 

These memorials have a special 
poignancy. It feels like an era is coming to 
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an end. We who survive look about to see 
who’s left among the outcast and despised. 

A week before this week of memorials, 
the Berkeley City Council (cry for me, 
Berkeley) voted in closed session "to take 
any legal steps necessary” to reverse the 
preliminary injunction granted by Federal 
Judge Claudia Wilken on May 10 in the 
ACLU’s lawsuit against Berkeley’s anti- 
homeless laws. Wilken ordered the City to 
stop enforcing its no-panhandling ordi- 
nance. She blocked enforcement of all the 
no-sitting-on-the-sidewalk ordinance 


Is this a crime in Berkeley? 


except the part that says you can’t lie on 
the sidewalk within six feet of a building. 
City Attorney Manuela Albuquerque 
had assured the council during debates on 
these laws that they were perfectly consti- 
tutional. The judge thought otherwise. She 
had no trouble finding that. both ordi- 
nances impermissibly restricted free 
expression. She found that the no-sitting 
ordinances served no legitimate govern- 
mental interest. The City had demonstrat- 
ed that “some Berkeley citizens feel 
annoyed or guilty when faced with an indi- 
gent beggar.” But, she cautioned, “feelings 


of annoyance or guilt. . . cannot outweigh 
the exercise of First Amendment rights. . .” 

The moment the judge’s ruling became 
public, the usual suspects began lobbying 
the council to keep up the fight. The prop- 
erty developers in the Downtown Berkeley 
Association, who had been among the 
chief proponents of the poor laws, fired off 
an urgent fax to council members warning 
in capital letters that: “ALL OF THE 
EFFORTS SPENT DEVELOPING LEG- 
ISLATION FOR THE FAIR AND EQUI- 
TABLE USE OF OUR PUBLIC SIDE- 
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WALKS WILL GO TO WASTE 
UNLESS THE CITY OF BERKELEY 
APPEALS YESTERDAY’S COURT 
DECISION.” 

Cary Nasatir of Tupper and Reed, a 
dingy music store on Shattuck Avenue, 
joined the chorus of faxes by warning of 


the terrible evils from which these laws 
protected us. He drew the council’s atten- 


tion to a Berkeley Voice article that quoted 
one of the plaintiffs in the lawsuit as say- 
ing “he LIVED (Nasatir’s emphasis) in 


Oakland and who’s to say he can’t come . 


to Berkeley to panhandle.” Horror of hor- 
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Judge Rejects Poor Laws, Berkeley Is A City Divided 


rors. Images of waves of migrating pan- 
handlers crossing the border from Oakland 
like a herd of locusts, stripping Berkeley’s 
pockets bare. 

Meanwhile, Officer Onciano found 
his own way to express contempt for 
Judge Wilken’s ruling on _ the 


Constitution. On April 26 and 27, less 


than a week after the court hearing grant- 
ing the preliminary injunction, Onciano 
went up and down the length of Shattuck 
on his bicycle citing seven people for sit- 
ting on objects such as their jacket and 
an overturned bucket. 
All were charged with 
violating an obscure 
traffic ordinance, 3262, 
which makes it unlaw- 
ful “for any person to 
place or cause to be 
placed anywhere upon 
any sidewalk or road- 
way, anything which 
shall obstruct, restrict 
or prevent the use of 
any portion of such 
sidewalk or roadway.” 
When Onciano went on 
a similar rampage a few 
years back, the City 
Manager sustained a 
complaint against him 
and directed Chief 
Butler to train his offi- 
cers better. The training 
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never happened. 

So it goes in Berkeley, a town divided. 
Some give themselves to love, some to 
paranoia. Some long for open hearts, 


some for closed borders. The battle con- | 


tinues. 
Postscript: On May. 24, City Manager 


» Weldon Rucker sent a memo to Chief - 


Butler telling police to cease enforcement 
of ordinance 3262 as it refers to homeless 
people. The City Manager's order pre- 
sumably was triggered by bad publicity 
resulting from Onciano's raids on the 
homeless. 


Disability-Rights Protesters Block Sacramento Hotel © 


by Terry Messman 

rotesting a lack of accessibility for 
Pp disabled persons at the California 

Housing Conference in Sacramento, 
activists blocked the Radisson Hotel’s main 
parking entrance for six hours on May 8. 
The spirited nonviolent blockade did more 
than shut down traffic into the Radisson; it 
also won accessible hotel accommodations 
for Ron Washington, a disabled housing 
advocate who attended the statewide hous- 
ing conference as a staff of Oakland’s 
Dignity Housing West. 

Protesters picketed the hotel, led chants 
for disability rights and blocked all traffic 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m., forcing vehicles to 
enter through a distant rear entrance. 

About 25 residents and activists from 
Dignity Housing West, a permanent hous- 
ing program for homeless people in 
Oakland, attended the California Housing 
Conference in Sacramento from May 7-9. 
The annual conference is the largest gath- 
ering in the state focusing on programs for 
homeless and disabled persons. Dignity 
delegates were dismayed to discover that 
the conference was held in a hotel which 
was inaccessible to Ron Washington, who 
is paralyzed from the chest down. 

The protest was triggered when 
activists found that the hotel didn't have a 
van with a wheelchair lift for Washington, 
and placed him in an inaccessible room. 

“The bathrooms of the Radisson Hotel 
were not accessible for Ron,” said Dignity 
Director Dorothy King. “He couldn’t get 
his wheelchair into the shower because 


the doors were too narrow. The sinks were 
built so low, he couldn’t get his wheel- 
chair under them to reach the faucets. The 
furniture was too close together, so he 
couldn’t fit between the beds and dressers. 
He was upset and concerned that other 
people with disabilities had also suffered 
because the hotel wasn’t accessible.” 
Other disabled people attending the 


“We decided that if the 
hotel vans weren't 
accessible and weren’t 
going to pick up Ron, 
they wouldn't pick up 
anyone. So we joined 
hands with Ron in the 
middie and shut down 
the hotel parking lot." 


- Dorothy King 


conference reported additional accessibili- 
ty problems. King went to the directors of 
the Housing California Conference who 
said they were not aware of accessibility 
problems at the Radisson, despite having 
held conferences there for the past decade. 
When she didn’t get anywhere with the 
conference directors, King organized a 
demonstration to try to force the issue. 
“We decided that if the hotel vans 


weren’t accessible and weren’t going to pick 
up Ron, they wouldn't pick up anyone,” said 
King. “So we joined hands with Ron in the 
middle and shut down the hotel parking lot.” 

Television and print media showed up to 
cover the protest and, shortly afterwards, 
Hotel Manager Dick Williams met with the 
protesters to negotiate. After they showed 
Williams that Ron Washington’s room was 
indeed inaccessible, Williams reserved him a 
room at the Clarion Hotel — which also 
turned out to be inaccessible. After a delay of 
several hours, Washington finally was taken 
to the Red Lion, which had fully accessible 
rooms and showers. And for the rest of his 
stay in Sacramento, Washington had the use 
of two paratransit vans: one at the Red Lion 
and one at the conference. All this was 
achieved through nonviolent protest. 

Another accomplishment of the block- 
ade was successfully prodding the hotel 
management to speed up their work in 
making the hotel more accessible. 

Carol Lopes, staff of Collaborating 
Agencies Response to Disaster, wrote to 
Manager Williams saying she was “very 
dismayed” by the incident. “Our own 
board has just expanded to include people 
with disabilities, and had I brought our 
new board member to the conference, I 
would have been just as upset as the 
group who held the protest. Imagine how 
you would feel if you couldn’t access a 
bathroom. If this situation is not rectified, 
I would be among those who would insist 
that our annual conference be held some- 


where else next year.” 
Bowing to the pressure and media cov- 


erage, the Radisson's manager announced, 


in the immediate aftermath of the protest, 


that three more rooms would be made . 


fully accessible within the next year. 

But taking a valiant stand for human 
rights can carry a heavy cost. Because the 
protest gained so much media coverage 
and stung the hotel management and the 
conference directors, Dorothy King was 
suspended for two weeks by the Board of 
Dignity Housing West for organizing it. 
The board cited concerns over possible 
liability for the protest, and worry that the 
media coverage would damage their pub- 
lic image. A very ironic set of concerns 
indeed, considering that Dignity is known 
as “the housing that protest built.” 

Dignity activists carried out a multi-. 
year campaign of civil disobedience to 
mobilize the community and build housing 
for homeless people. It is a sad betrayal of 
Dignity’s mission and legacy to now pun- 
ish activists for engaging in precisely the 
same kinds of protest that were instrumen- 
tal in building Dignity in the first place. 

After her suspension for organizing the 
protest, King wrote to her board: “If 
standing up for the rights of the disabled 
is wrong, then I guess I’m guilty of 
human-rights protection. I'll always stand 
up against such discrimination, whether it 
be due to disability, race, gender or any 
classification where people’s rights are 
violated.” 
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Women Face HIV, Violence and Stigma of 


Poverty 


by Pamela D. Isaacs 


efinition of a “home” (noun) 1. 
ID One’s residence or household 

and the life centered in it. 
Dwelling place, home. 

Definition of “less” (adj.) 1. without; 
as Homeless. Definition of “ness” (suffix) 
1. quality, state, condition. 

So I will describe this word “homeless- 
ness”, this 12-letter noun/adjective/suffix, 
using these definitions. It is.a condition 
without a household and the life centered 
in it. Simple it is not. I am really appalled 
how people are described as “Homeless 
People.” It is a homeless condition that 
these members of society are in: lacking 
the quality or state of a home. Through 
various conditions, whether it be econom- 
ic, mental or just down on their luck. Now 
that I've cleared up an old cliché, I'll focus 
on women in a condition of homelessness. 

I have been in a homeless condition 
more than nine times. And as a female, it 
has made things loveless and harder on 
that Avenue of Homelessness and has 
made me harder in my outlook on society. 
Along with your struggle is a stigma 
every step of the way, a stigma that soci- 
ety puts on people. It gets even worse 
when you have your lesbian issues, race 
issues, and economic issues (being poor). 

Women have been brutalized, victim- 
ized, set aside. And society looks on and 
doesn’t care. I think society refuses to 
care because she was not the “right” vic- 
tim who wore the expensive dress with 
the Gucci bag and heels. She was the 
dusty, several-layer-sweater-and-torn-hat, 
raggedy-pants woman in the doorway of 
BART begging for your change, saying: 
“Hi, remember me? J am woman." 


I rarely met a person who was home- 
less that I did not like. We all had one 


thing in common — we were together 
whether we liked it or not. 

This brings up an event that has much 
to teach about togetherness. One summer, 
about 150 homeless men, women and 
children slept outside a church until 
Christmas, refusing to leave during the 
night. Finally, the church had compassion 
enough to open its doors and let us in. 
Together, men and women did this! There 
is power in numbers and power in Unity. 

At times, the men of the streets can be 
like your big brother. I would say that 


Resisting The Contract 


On America 
by Jan Spence 


rotesters marched in 42 cities all 
P>= the country on May 6 ina 
joint effort to defeat the Contract 
with America, a budget-slashing proposal 
by the Republican Congress. This call to 
action was organized by the National 
People’s Campaign, which denounced the 
proposal as a Contract on America. The 
Contract is an attempt to balance the 
national budget on the backs of the poor 
via huge cutbacks in social and welfare 
programs. The Campaign sees it as bene- 
ficial to corporate America and regards it 
as an attack on workers and poor people. 
Tens of thousands of protesters took 
part nationally. In San Francisco, 10,000 
activists gathered at Dolores Park and 
marched two miles to Civic Center Plaza, 
where thousands more. waited. They car- 
ried banners, signs and American flags 
upside down. Buses brought protesters 
from Northern and Central California, 
and from as far as Oregon and 
Washington. 
In a month’s time, a massive effort 
had been made to announce the demon- 
stration. Hundreds of organizations had 


most women who have been harmed were 
victimized by those who didn't live in the 
homeless society. People take advantage 
of their vulnerable position to attack indi- 
vidual women with an unforgivable act of 
violence. Knowing that it’s easy to violate 
their bodies. Knowing that no conse- 
quences will befall the attacker(s). Why 
are we so vulnerable? Go back to my defi- 
nition of “less” — we are without. 

Looking back on my days as a person 
without, I didn’t have much trouble with 
men Overpowering me. Of course, my size 
had a lot to do with this. I stand 6’1”, with 
a sizeable weight — comparable to Jerry 
Rice. Some of the fellas on the street 
called me the “wide receiver”. Playful 
enough, but not enough to touch. I like 
my brothers of the street, but I always 
keep a distance, for the men were very 
insecure. And they would latch on to you 
if the chance presented itself. 

One reality about the male factor is 
that the drug factor can follow very close- 
ly. Some men use the drug “crack” for 
sexual favors, because of their insecurity. 


I JUST DON’T UNDERSTAND 
IT.... HERE AMERICA 1S ONE 
lof THE RICHEST COUNTRIES 
IN THE WORLD, VET WE HAVE 
3 MILLION HOMELESS // 
TWISTED fm 
IMAGE 
by 
Ace 
Backwords 
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set up tables at events and street corners 
and passed out leaflets in five languages. 
The demonstrators chanted, ““We’re all 
fired up!” “ We want money for jobs. We 
want money for housing. We want money 
for our children.” Some of the chants 
were more angry as they extended their 
fists upward: “The revolution is starting 
today,” and, “All power to the people.” 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, former 
Democratic presidential candidate and 
founder of the Rainbow Coalition, capti- 
vated the crowd with his sonorous voice. 
Jackson ridiculed the Republicans to the 
delight of everyone. He spoke against 
violence and in favor of working together. 
He urged the protesters to get to the polls 
and vote. “We concern ourselves with the 
democratic voting process in South 
Africa,” Jesse roared, “but we ourselves 
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This is a hard fact. And many women get 
caught up in this mixed-up fiasco. I have 
seen the strong go into this world and 
come back worse than being homeless. 
Mental issues now become more obvious 
than homelessness. Being mentally trou- 
bled, drug addicted and female has its dis- 
advantages when seeking help. Usually 
these individuals are taken advantage of 
severely and are the last to be rescued. 
Thank God for recovery, or I would 
not have made the journey back. What 


“makes my journéy so unusual is that I 


made it nine times. But I contracted the 
HIV virus through poor sexual habits. I 
was with a woman who traded sex for 
drugs and used me as her protector and 
lover because she knew about the respect 
and love the brothers had for me. But, 
because they could not get to me, the 
next best thing was what was close to 
me, my woman. It came along with the 
homeless territory. I hated it, but had to 
live with it. 

This is what can happen. It’s real, raw 
and in living color. @ 


Black People 


by Dennis Omowale Cutten 


Your pain is mine 
As you suffer I suffer 

The salt of your tears taste bitter 
When you stumble in confusion 
I also stumble 

Your wounds are my wounds 
And when you’re murdered 

A part of me dies 


When you smile I smile 
Your joyous laughter rubs my soul 


All the ONENESS our enemies 
Try desperately to separate 
Is the root of my existence 


The Answer 


by Dennis Omowale Cutten 


To rise above 

the clamor 

a roaring silence - : 
(or an unwilling compromise): — 

to rise above 

little 
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little 
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_ And the scream(s) stifled 
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THING TO DO WITH THE FACT THAT 


WE'VE BEEN TEARING DOWN ALL 


You DON‘T SUPPOSE IT HAS ANY- ee oad 
i ( 


THE LOW-RENT HOTELS, EVICTING 
THE TENANTS, AND PUTTING UP 
LUXURY CONDOS AND 
OFFICE BUILDINGS ?? 


neglect to register and go to the polls in 
our country.” 

The Campaign is a newly formed 
organization, but already 60 cities have 
organized coalitions of working and poor 
people, who together have become the 
ever-expanding majority in the U.S.A. In 
creating the new movement, the 
Campaign affirms that a job, good 
income, housing, education and health 
care are basic human rights. It rejects 
racism, sexism, homophobia and anti- 
immigrant attacks. 

This movement appeals to many sec- 
tors who have been excluded from our 
society, including the young and the aged. 
It also attracts support from groups who 
are primarily concerned with other issues - 
- nuclear weapons, the environment and 
minority issues. Dorsey Nunn, of the 


Violence Prevention Project, stated, “I 
have been a single-cause person, but the 
Contract has made me realize that ’ve got 
to fight on more than one front. We can 
either obtain a collective victory, or we'll 
all be reduced to collective poverty.” 

The Campaign will hold a national 
conference on June 3-4 in New York 
City. People will discuss proposals for a 
“Summer of Resistance” to defeat the 
Contract. Another mass action is planned 
in October — a caravan to Washington, 
D.C. will depart from cities all over the 
nation and converge at the nation’s capi- 
tal, there to conduct a People’s 
Encampment and People’s Convention. 
With determination, they are mobilizing 
— they’re all fired up. 

For more information, call: National 
People’s Campaign, (415) 821-6545. 
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Bob Sparks' Legacy Of Conscience And Courage 


by Carol Denney 


Photo by Al onan 
Bob Sparks continued to speak out 


when others of his generation had long ago 


put away their picket signs and political buttons. 


ob Sparks, Berkeley’s most tire- 
less organizer for peace and social 
justice, died suddenly of an appar- 


ent heart attack on the 26th Anniversary 
of People’s Park, Sunday, April 30. 


~ County Budget Alert! | 


Alameda County is slashing General Assistance, health care, mental health, homeless and 
drug-and-alcohol programs to make up a $77.6 million projected deficit. The staggering cuts — 
will fall heaviest on low-income, homeless, sick and disabled persons. 

Public Assistance is being cut by $19.5 million, including a $15.7 million reduction in 
General Assistance, which could plummet to only $181 per month per recipient. 

Health Care Services will be slashed by $27.6 million, including a $13.7 million as in 
County hospitals which serve people with no health i insurance -- Highland, Fairmont and — 
John George. Mental Health is being cut by $8 million, which will close down shelters and 
community mental-health centers. Aleohol and Drug Programs will be cut by $3 million, 
which will eliminate services for thousands in residential drug and alcohol programs. _ 

‘Come speak out against these cuts at two County Budget hearings on June 15. & 1G 

1. Public Assistance/Social Services Hearing: Thursday, June 15 at 9 aM Ge 

- 2. Health Care Hearing: Friday, June16at9am. . 
- Hearings held at: : Board of pera © 1221 Oak it sth h Floor, Oaktan 


Bob’s activism spanned decades. He 
was a Navy veteran who refused to load a 
warning shot aimed across the bow of a 
ship during the Cuban missile crisis. He 
lay down in front of the tanks during 
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Oakland’s Gulf War victory parade in 
1991. He secured city landmark status for 
People’s Park while serving as a 
Landmarks Commissioner. Bob partici- 
pated in both electoral politics and street 
demonstrations on countless social issues, 
in resistance to apartheid, nuclear 
weapons, Central America intervention, 
police brutality and racism. 

Over the past 10 years, Bob played a 
major role in the homeless movement, 
pioneering many forms of direct action. 
He was arrested time and time again in 
housing take-overs, squats, City Council 
sit-ins, sleep-outs with the homeless 
encampment in Martin Luther King Park, 
occupations of the Berkeley Veterans 
Building and protests in People’s Park. 
Bob did more than protest the mistreat- 
ment of homeless people -- when the City 
of Berkeley failed to provide housing for 
his homeless friends, Bob often did it 
himself. Working with his longtime com- 
panion Susan Marsh, Bob filled his own 
home with homeless people. 

Bob loved People’s Park as an illustra- 
tion of the overlap of issues involving 
open space, free speech, homeless rights, 
police abuse and user-development, but 
he loved and knew its people as well as its 


_ history, educating others about the human 


story behind every surviving tree. He 
deliberately avoided attending the 26th 
Park Anniversary on the day of his death, 
disappointed that the organizers refused to 
use the event to highlight current injus- 
tices, including another round of anti-poor 
“improvements” slated for this coming 
summer. One of the four defendants sued 
in the “SLAPP suit” brought against park 
activists by the UC Regents in 1992, he 


was one of the three still fighting until the 


end for the right to a trial in court, repre- 
senting himself when necessary. 

If Bob were looking over my shoulder, 
he would gently instruct me to take the 


apostrophe out of the park’s name, since 


the connotation of possession was inap- 
propriate for the 2.8 acres of shared gar- 
dens he loved so well. Bob was one of 


3 Haikus 


. Anew Stalinism — 
“Contract on America,” 
comes from the White House. 


. The military 
keeps fattening itself while 
the poor go hungry. 


. The corporations: 
those bloodsuckers of the poor 
who can’t eat profits. 


by Dennis Omowale Cutten 


only a few of those active in the park’s 
beginning who remained involved 26 
years later, patiently retelling the history 
and illustrating with his life the values he 
felt were in danger of being lost by the 
new right dominating both park and city 
politics. His involvement earned him con- 
stant police harassment: squad cars fol- 
lowed him on a cross-town bus trip only a 


week before his death, and police beatings 
Sa 


Bob's memorial was 
attended by hun- 
dreds of people — 
activists, city officials 
and homeless peo- 
ple, together with his 
family, united in | 
respect for the life of 
a man who personi- 
fied conscience and 
human compassion. 


and illegal stops were a matter of course. 

Bob continued to speak out when oth- 
ers of his generation had long ago put 
away their picket signs and political but- 
tons. His May 19 memorial was attended 
by hundreds of people -- city officials, 
activists and homeless people, together 
with his family, united in respect for the 
life of a man who. personified conscience 
and human compassion. As a legacy, Bob 
leaves us the incomparable inspiration of 
his life, and a park wisely made a land- 
mark, not for any of its material attributes, 
but rather for its cultural and historic sig- 
nificance as a living, changing illustration 
of user-development, constantly recreated 
by the people who use and love it. 

Bob will be missed, but Bob will be 
legend in Berkeley as the man whose wis- 
dom, courage and compassion never 
flagged. 


the Ocean 


by Bernice Harris 


The ocean once was a nice place 
to go and enjoy the wonderful 
creation of God’s work and miracles 


Those things seem to have disap- 
peared, the ocean seems to be the 
only place the homeless can find 


Refuge, as close to God as possible 
thank God for the ocean, the only 
place the homeless can find refuge! 


Street Spirit is a joint project of American Friends Service Committee and Gateway Center 
for Art & Social Change. Street Spirit enables homeless people to sell 50 papers a day and 
keep all proceeds. Homeless vendors receive income and self-reliance, and educate the communi- 
ty about homeless issues. Street Spirit receives no proceeds from sales, no government funds and 
accepts no advertising. We need your support to meet our printing, production and mailing costs. 
Please subscribe to Street Spirit for $30/year and help our paper be self-sustaining. 

Or, join our Underwriting Campaign for $50 per month, and help Street Spirit remain an inde- 
pendent voice for justice and provide the-paper free to our homeless vendors. 


Tenderiony Reflection & Rane on Cale a Hepes inspire our 
paper's title via their annual "Spirit of the Streets” event. 


- Wish List 


Gateway Center for Art & Social Change is being forced to relocate 
| the Street Spirit homeless vendor program. We're losing our offices, 
along with access to computers, fax and copy machines. We urgently 
request donations of equipment to help us set up a new office: 
Apple computer and printer fax machine 
typewriter two desks 
Xerox machine chairs 


Yes! I wish to support the work of Street Spirit! 

I want to subscribe to Street Spirit. Enclosed is $30 for one year's subscription. 
I want to be an Underwriter of Street Spirit. Enclosed is $50 per month. 

I would like to donate! Enclosed is a donation of __ $100 __ $50 __ $25 


Send Donations to: Street Spirit, c/o Gateway Center for Art & Social ee 
1212 Broadway #830, Oakland, CA 94612 
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City Council Shoots Out A Thousand Points of Light 


Berkeley Gives Kiss of Death to AIDS Housing 


Editorial by Terry Messman 


6 "\W e got a thousand points of light for the home- 
less man. We got a kinder, gentler machine 
gun hand.” — Neil Young, "Rocking In The 

Free World" -- Proposed city anthem for Berkeley in the wake of 

the City Council’s vote to deny housing for people with AIDS. 

Somehow, the City of Berkeley sat out the worst medical cat- 
astrophe of the 20th century, callously ignoring the housing 
needs of people living with AIDS while the death toll and the 
homeless toll rose ever upwards. Berkeley’s stone-hearted 
refusal to build housing for homeless people with AIDS has 
dragged on for more than a decade. While San Francisco built 
model AIDS housing programs, Berkeley city officials failed to 
build a single unit of housing for people with AIDS — not a sin- 
gle group home, hospice, shack or cardboard shanty. ; 

During this endless, agonizing period of inaction, AIDS-relat- 


- ed disability resulted in AIDS-related unemployment and pover- 


ty, and that, in turn, led to AIDS-related homelessness. Berkeley 
practiced its unconscionable form of “benign neglect” all 
through the 1980s and 90s as the epidemic undermined our fel- 
low citizens’ health, housing and lives. 

Now, the Berkeley City Council has gone beyond benign 
neglect to outright betrayal by voting to deprive the poorest and 
sickest Berkeley citizens of life-preserving housing and support 
services. The City Council voted on May 16 to kill the Rose 
Street House, along with the only other AIDS housing project 
being proposed in Berkeley at this time. This 5-4 vote will have 
life-and-death consequences, for it sentences homeless people 
with a weakened immune system to live out on the streets — 
there to suffer hypothermia, exposure, pneumonia, malnutrition 
and tuberculosis without the housing and support services that 
RCD’s Rose Street project would have provided. 

As for Mayor Shirley Dean’s attempt to cover up her admin- 
istration’s shocking betrayal by claiming that she has “inten- 
tions” of maybe adding some AIDS housing sometime in the 
not-yet-determined future — well, the road to hell is paved with 
good intentions. 

The City Council did something worse than merely deny the 
use of city funds to build the first and only AIDS housing in 
Berkeley; it also turned down a $42,500 federal planning grant 
and aborted a project which would have leveraged three dollars 
from federal and state funds for every city dollar spent: 
Homeless people with AIDS deserved that federal funding, and 
it is inhumane for the city to throw it away. The council voted to 
throw away the homes and hopes of people locked in a desperate 
struggle for survival. It voted for homelessness!’ ~ ar 

“Moderates” on the Berkeley City Council shot down the 
AIDS housing proposals, but the troubling sentiments they sup- 
ported by their vote were anything but moderate — bigotry 
towards people with AIDS mingled with deep prejudice towards 
homeless people, then blended thoroughly with the reactionary 
scapegoating of people of color. Such is the dangerous stew of 
emotions endorsed by this “moderate” council. 

Godspeed to Michael Tinker, John Iversen and Earl Baldock, 
three people living with AIDS who filed a federal discrimination 
complaint with the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development against Mayor Shirley Dean and her four “moder- 


News Flash: 


CalTrans Bulldozes Concord Encampment -- 
Evicts Homeless Residents, Destroys Homes 


ate” allies on the council. Their complaint argues that a group 
home with live-in support services such as Rose Street is essen- 
tial for the very existence of homeless people with AIDS. In a 
meditation on Rose Street, Michael Tinker put the options before 
the community in stark human terms when he asked: “One dead 
building, or six people living with AIDS?” This “moderate” 
council will pick the dead building every time. 


Catch 22 Strikes Again 

The City Council had the unbelievable gall to claim that one 
reason they voted down Rose Street was because the price was 
too high since it would only house six people. What this phony 
argument conveniently overlooks is that the developer, RCD, 
originally planned to house /2 people at Rose Street, but then 
was forced to reduce the occupancy to only six people by “mod- 
erate” neighborhood opponents. Can’t have too many of “those 
kind of people” in our neighborhood, they forcefully argued. 
Then, when RCD complied with this Not-In-My-Backyard crew 
by reducing the caseload to six, their opponents hypocritically 
argued that RCD wasn’t housing enough people for the money. 


It was a despicable and dishonest maneuver — a classic ~ 


Catch 22 absurdity, a double-bind guaranteed to make the Rose 
Street house fail. Through such devious maneuvers, the NIMBY 
forces won. Now Berkeley will house exactly the number of 
homeless people with AIDS they wanted all along — zero. 

Another story lurks behind this story. In the past six months, 
the city, state and federal governments have unleashed a devas- 
tating one-two-three punch to low-income people needing 
affordable housing. This war on the poor displays some pretty 
fancy footwork, with all branches of government bashing away 
at housing options for the poor all at once. 

First, the City of Berkeley destroys AIDS housing programs 
and criminalizes homeless people on the streets. Meanwhile, the 
Republicans in Congress slash welfare, food stamps and school 
lunch programs, and use a meat cleaver on what’s left of federal 
housing programs. Then, the State of California slashes the life- 
line of AFDC support for low-income families while simultane- 
ously preparing to gut rent control, which will result in stagger- 
ing rent increases that price low-income households out of the 
housing market. Finally, to come full circle back to Berkeley, 


Mayor Dean decides to redirect the city’s scant housing funds ~* > 


into first-time home-ownership for the middle class — at a time 
when thousands of low-income households in Berkeley are vul- 
nerable to eviction and homelessness. 

~ Now there’s ‘a plan to deal with the homeless problem in 
Berkeley. For you skeptics who think that all these cutbacks will 
increase homelessness, don’t forget, Berkeley has a plan. It will 
simply enact new poor laws to criminalize these new homeless 
folks. And the neighborly neighbors will make damn sure that no 
housing gets built for them either. No room inside and no room 
outside. Problem solved. Homeless people -- go home! 

"We got a thousand points of light for the homeless man" — 
and they all point straight out of town. Oh, and all those bare 
light bulbs in the county jail shine on brightly, too. Must be at 
least a thousand points of light shining in those cells these 
days. @ 


Berkeley Says: 


20N THE QUTSIDES 5, }oMELESS| anton 


BY Pre 


OU CANT RUN ME 
tty. \ HANE A Two @) 
) BEDRooM Home 


NESTLE D UNDER 
WHE FREEWAY 765 


Art by Phillip O'Connor 


NU 


“Cutten; "Black People" is (c) 1990 


PASSING 


Street Spirit 


Justice News & Homeless Blues 
in the East Bay 


Volume 1, Number 4 
June, 1995 


Street Spirit is a monthly newspaper 
reporting on homelessness, poverty and 
economic justice in the Bay Area. 


Street Spirit is a joint effort of the 
American Friends Service 
Committee and the Gateway Center 
for Art & Social Change. 


Editor: Terry Messman 

Publisher: Sally Hindman 

Design & Layout: 

Terry Messman & Guillermo Prado 
Masthead & Logo: Guillermo Prado 


Contributors: ACE Backwords, Dennis 
Omowale Cutten, Carol Denney, 
Bernice Harris, Pamela Isaacs, Richard 
List, Terry Messman, Karin Morris, 
Osha Neumann, Phillip O'Connor, 
Susan Prather, Jan Spence, Mike 
“Moby” Theobald. 


Street Spirit welcomes written contri- 
butions and artwork but cannot guaran- 
tee they will be printed. Enclose a self- 
addressed stamped envelope if you 
wish to have your work returned. 

Send articles to: Terry Messman, 
AFSC, 1611 Telegraph Ave. #1501, 
Oakland, CA 94612 


Acknowledgements 


“The poem "PHONY ECONOMY" pub 


ished in the May Street Spirit is copyright 
(c) 1991 by Michael Turner Thomas; this 


date was inadvertently omitted in May. 


ee 


s Omow = 
Dennis Omowale Cutten; "The Answer" is _ 


(c) Dennis Omowale Cutten; "3 Haikus" is 


-_(c) 1995 by Dennis Omowale Cutten. - 


"the Ocean” is (©) 1995 by Bernice Harris. 


"Phil At Large" and "Just A Dream" are (c) 
1995 by Phillip O'Connor. These three _ 
poems are reprinted from The Real Stars 
Are Underground, a poetry collection edit- 
ed by Minister Barbara Hendrix froma 
class she facilitated at the Oakland 
Independence Support Center, via the 


| Gateway Center for Art & Social Change. 
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A Gentle Protest 


by Richard List 


oward Schatz is, in my opinion, a 
He= man who has taken a lot of 

photographs of homeless people. 
His book, Homeless: Portraits of 
Americans in Hard Times, was displayed 
at several art museums; all profits were 
donated to Comic Relief for the homeless. 
I hope these revealing and unflattering 
portraits will help make a better world. 

I watched people who looked at these 
images in bookstores and in the 
University Art Museum in Berkeley. I see 
an element of voyeurism in many people 
when they view portraits of the homeless. 

As a gentle protest, I went to the 
University Art Museum with Dan 
McMullan, a one-legged homeless man. 
We came equipped with backpacks, his 
crutches and empty picture frames. 

We “plopped” ourselves in front of the 
photo exhibit and put our faces in the 
frames. It was a way of making museum 
patrons encounter the real faces of home- 
less people, stripping away the aesthetic 
veils that allow people to remain distant 
from the reality of life on the streets. 

At this exhibit, when museum patrons 
stared into the eyes of the portraits of 
: homeless people enclosed within a frame, 
' 


our eyes stared right back at them. When 
you gaze into the abyss, the abyss gazes 
back at you, as Nietzsche wrote. This art 
protest turned the tables on the aesthetic 
experience, changing it from a detached 
view of homeless portraits hanging inani- 


Police Crac 


a Jan Spence 


" omeless people are not Arce 
They are not clean. They are not 
desirable. I don’t want them in 

my front yard. I don’t want to have to 

look at them. These could have been the - 
thoughts of San Francisco Mayor Frank 

Jordan almost two years ago when he 

called his Matrix program into action. His 

front yard, the Civic Center Plaza, has 
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been almost cleared of homeless people 
through arrests, citations, threats, harass- 
ment, intimidation and, yes, brutality. 
Homeless people have scattered 
throughout the city to avoid the police, 
looking for some meager, but safe shel- 
ter. It is against the law to sleep in the 
park at night, from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. So 
homeless people leave when it gets dark, 
then return during daylight hours. But 
this simple pleasure is now in jeopardy -- 
police action in the park has been stepped 
up again. ; 
Some recent park arrests undergone by 


—— 


“Not In my Front Yard" — 


homeless people at Civic Center Plaza : 


STREET SPIRIT 


mately on a wall into a living encounter 
with real homeless people who live on the 
same streets as the museum patrons. 

In modern society, people often ignore 
and avoid poor people in their own com- 
munity, even as they flock to an “artistic” 


expose the Matrix program in action. — 

_ Pain compliance was used in the arrest 
of Joey. He was told by Lt. Bruce, Badge 
1227, to pick up his things and get out of 


: the plaza. Joey said, “He grabbed my arm, 


he squeezed it hard. It was painful. Within 
a minute, I was in handcuffs in the back 
of a police car. Later, at the police station, 
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Art by Osha Neumann 


you could see a bruise of four fingers on 
the inside of my arm. Officer Wayne said 
to me, ‘My Lieutenant doesn’t like you. I 
don’t know why.”” Joey’s citation includ- 
ed: “Resisting arrest and the obstruction 
of a Police Officer’s duties.” 

Roger has also been arrested by Lt. 
Bruce; his ticket was for “lodging, contin- 
uing offense.” Roger was merely sitting 
on a park bench at the time. Lt. Bruce 
took pictures of him and his cart and told 
him that he was going to be cited and that 
his belongings would be confiscated. 
Roger said, “Bruce called for a van. And 


‘mny cart id everything that r owned” was 


faction that he hurt me.” 


everything I own.” 


Standing traffic violations. (Matt doesn’t 


leave or risk getting a ticket. He was told, 


_ Martinez of the SFPD’s 


representation of our lives and suffering. 
Our gentle protest was an ironic commen- 
tary on the way these portraits of home- 
less people are confined in picture frames, 
where they can be viewed from a safe dis- 
tance as aesthetic objects. After all, if 


dumped in the van, dumped i in like it was 
trash. It was everything that I owned, 
including blankets. He handcuffed me. He 
very tight. It hurt me. I didn’t cry 
out — I didn’t want him to have the satis- 


Michael was arrested for ‘encampment 
continuance.” He said, “Everything I 
owned was in Oncr: S cart, They took 


Matt was also. falsely: arrested. His 
name is similar to another man with out- 


even own a car.) He was handcuffed and 
taken to Northern Station. As soon as the 
error was obvious, he was released. 
Homeless people are told that an ordi- 
nance prohibits them from getting closer 
than 10 feet to a playground. Sidney was 
sitting under a tree on his blanket near the 
small playground in Civic Center Plaza, 
when he was warned by the police to 


“Parents are complaining that the home- 
less are too close to their children.” 
Legal 
Department told me that California State 
Penal Code 653 G prevents loitering 
where children congregate. But Sidney 
was not loitering. 

None of these tickets make sense. 
Homeless people can’t pay fines. And the 
job description of a police officer does not 
include harassing, intimidating and brutal- 
izing citizens, homeless or not. 

Not in my front yard. Politicians don’t 
want to look at poverty. It reminds them 
how our system has failed and how the 
number of homeless people is escalating. 
Poverty reminds a mayor that he 
promised he had all the solutions before 
the election, when, in fact, he had no 
solutions then and is even more bewil- 
dered now. @ 
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Framed at the University Art Museum 


photographic portraits of homeless people 
constitute “art,” then real, flesh-and-blood 
people gazing out of picture frames pro- 
vide an even more meaningful artistic _ 
encounter with homelessness. 

Another dramatic turn-around in per- 
ception occurred during our gentle 
protest. Usually, museum patrons view 
the work of art, but this time the “work of 
art” was simultaneously viewing them! In 
fact, when Dan and.I looked through our 
frames at the people viewing our “por- 
traits,’ we saw the patrons enclosed with- 
in those same frames. The patrons them- 
selves became art objects for us. We had a 
private viewing of an innovative new 
exhibit entitled: “Portraits Of Berkeley 
Residents Caught In A Close Encounter 
With Real Live Homeless People.” 

The museum guard objected to our 
presence and called Lawrence Rinder, a 
curator. I have a lot of respect for Mr. 
Rinder, and he seemed to handle the situa- 
tion well. He asked what we wanted. I 
replied, “World Domination,” but he 
knew I was kidding. 

He helped us solicit art materials for 
the Berkeley Free Clinic for homeless and 
down-and-out folks. 

However, there are still issues that 
bother me, and quite frankly, I can’t fig- 
ure out what they are completely. I 
believe that many middle-class and 
wealthy people could benefit from know- 
ing some down-and-out people. Some of 
these financial unfortunates have wisdom, 
love, spirit, knowledge and attitudes that 
could help the wealthier people. 

What do we live for? How should we 
live? What is truly important? 

Perhaps the University Art Museum 
would consider displaying the works and 
words of homeless and poor people: the 
group show of “Berkeley Artists on the 
Fringe.” It would be a very exciting and 
interesting show. Perhaps the museum 
would consider special tours (with a little 
food, perhaps?) for poor people. 

Reading the placemat diaries of a 
homeless woman named M., as she notes 
how she is 1¢ short for coffee, can open 
the eyes and hearts of many people. Hf 
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by Phillip O'Connor 
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a | now how it feels. 
: to be down on your luck 

_idon’t have a lot of money myself 
‘ihave to budget oD pay 


Monkey food for dinner 
ice cold milk, soft cookies 
bananas mmmmmmm good! 
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